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REMARKS 

In the ofEce action, the disclosure was olyeet to becaiise of infbrmaiities. Claims 5 and 9 
were rejected under 35 U,S,C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Uchida et aL, U.S. Patent No. 
5,589,672, Claims 5, 8 and 9 were rejected under 35 U>S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Yamamoto, U.S. Patent No. 6,703,575, 

In this response, claims 5, 6, 7, and 9 have been amended. Claims 5-9 continue to be 
pending. 

Objections to the Specification 

The discidSure was object to because of informalities. Applicants have amended paragraph 
[0015] to correct the typographical ^or and hereby thank the Examiner for pointing out the error. 

Withdrawal of the objectiori to the specification is respectfully requested. 

ReTeetions under 35 U.S,C. lQ2fl>^: 

Glaims 5 tod 9 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Uchidai^ et alj 
U.S. Patent No. 5,589,672. Claims 5, S and 9 were rejected under 35 U.S,G. 102(b) as being 
antieipated by yarrtatnoto^ U.S. Patent No. 6,703^575* 

Uchida et al describes a circuit breaker with an arc quencliing device in the form of a 
plm^ity of grid5 2m<)tint^ See Fig. 14, 

Yamarnoto describes an arc e?£tinguishing system for a contact switching apparatus that 
includes a plurality of arc extinguishing grid plates 7. 

In the present application, independent ciaim 5 has been amended to more clearly recite the 
subject matter of the invention without tliereby narrowing the scope. In addition , claims 6 and 7 
were mnended to specify additional characteristics of the guide and retaining elements without 
positively reciting one or the other type of arc quenching device. As described in the specification, 
the switching device of the presmt invention is provided to allow for alternative types of arc 
quenching devices to be iticorp orated dependiflg,^^ example^ on the current range being served by 
the switching device. Indeipendent claim 9 was also amended to more clearly gDecify that the arc 
quenching device located in each interrupting ehamber is either an insert^ble cooling plate or an arc 
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Splitter Stack but riot botfiv The changes to ciaim 9 were made to clarify the meaning of claim 
without narim'ing its scope. 

As amended, claim 5 recites an electrical switching device that iiiGludes, among other 
features: an arc quenching device disposed in each interrupting chamber of the housing and guide 
and retaining elements configured to retain the arc quenching device, wherein the arc quenching 
device is, aitematively, one of an are spUtter stack and a cooling plate. Similarly, independent claim 
9 recites an electrical switching device that specifies that the arc quenching device located in each 
interrupting chamber is either an insertable cooling plate or an are splitter stack but not both and at 
the same time haying guide and retaining elements configitred for both types of arc quenching 
devices. 

As deseribed in the Applicants* spemficatioii, the inveu^^ a switohixig device 

stiitable for switehiiig; operation in differetit current ranges in a simpile manner. See, for example^ 
paragrayphs [0005] through [00071 . 

Applicants respecliu submit thait botihi Uoliida 0t al, nor Yatnamoto fdl to describe any 
feature configured to retam, altmiiatiyely, one of two types of interchangeable arc quenching 
devices* Nor does either device describe oiie or the other (but not both) of the two types of arc 
quenching devices io^^^ abd havihg two sets of guide and 

retaining eieiiients for both types of arc quenching deviMs. 

With respect to Ucliida et al., the Examiner has deemed the plurality of grids 2 to correspond 
to the arc splitter stack of cslaim 5 and the instilation partition 2.2 to correspond to the cooling plate. 
However, even if partition could be deemed a coGling plate, there is no suggestion in Uchida et al. 
for any element to alternatively retain one or the other of the two types of arc quenching devices 
with the two types being interchangeable with each other. Instead, Uchida deseribes a chamber 
haying both grids 2 and partition 22. 

With respect to Yamamoto, the Examiner has deemed one of the plurality of arc 
extinguishing grid plates 7 to correspond to the cooling plate of claim 5 with the rest of the plates 7 
corresponding to the are splitter stack. Again, Applicants submit that Yamai^ not teach the 

iijterch^geability of these two differ^t types of arc quenching devices nor any element for 
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tetairiteg, altemativeiy, one of the other of the two types. Instead, according the Examiner's 
analysis, both types of devices occupy the interrupting chamber. 

Withdrawal of the respective regeotions of claims 5^ 8, 9 under 35 U.S.C, 102(h) as being 
anticipated by one or both of Ueliidaet al and YaiTiamoto is respectfully requested. 

Allowable Subject Matter: 

Applicants gratefuily acknowledge the Examiner's determination that claim 7 relates to 
allowable subject matter. 



CONCLtlSlON 



It is respeotfiilly submitted that the application is now in condition for allowance. 



Dated: June 14, 2007 
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